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Cao Dai is one of the indigenous religions that has a profound influence on the cultural and social life
of the South. Cao Dai religion also has important contributions in the fields of education, health,
charity and community activities. Cao Dai followers not only practice their religion but also actively
participate in environmental protection and sustainable development movements. However, in the modern
context, Cao Dai also faces many challenges such as social changes, the influence of urbanization and
the development of new religions. This article focuses on analyzing the contributions of Cao Dai religion
to the cultural and social life of the South, at the same time evaluating the changes of this religion in the
contemporary context.
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1. Pit van dé

Pao Cao Dai la mot ton gido ban dia quan trong
cua Viét Nam, ra doi nam 1926 tai Nam B¢ - vung
dat c6 nén van hoa da dang va coi mo. Khong chi
1a mot hé thdng tin ngudng, dao Cao bai con ¢o6
nhitng déng gop sau rong trong doi séng van hoa -
xa hoi khu vue. Vé vin hoéa, dao Cao bai gop phan
bao ton va phat huy cac gi tri truyén thng thong
qua hé théng kién tric doc dao, nghé thuat ton gido,
am nhac nghi 1& va van hoc gido 1y. Cac cong trinh
nhu Toa Thanh Tay Ninh hay hé théng Thanh That
thé hién sy giao thoa giira tinh hoa kién trac Pong
- Ty, dong thoi phan anh tu tuéng hdn dung ton
giao. V& mit xa hoi, dao Cao Pai tham gia tich cuc
vao cac hoat dong gido duc, y té va tr thién. Trude
nam 1975, hé thong trudng hoc Cao Pai gop phan
nang cao dan tri, trong khi cac t6 chirc Phudc Thién
hoat dong manh mé trong viéc hd trg ngudi ngheo,
kham chita bénh mién phi, ctru trg thién tai va bao
vé mdi trudng. Tuy nhién, trong bdi canh hién nay,
dao Cao Dai cling ddi dién voi nhiéu thach thire nhu
su thay doi trong chinh sach quan 1y ton gido, anh
hudng cua do thi hoa va sy canh tranh cua cac ton
gido khac. Trudc thuc té do, bai bao nay tap trung
phan tich nhitng dong gop cia dao Cao Dai trong
doi séng van hoa - xa hoi Nam B0, déng thoi danh
gia nhitng khé khin va trién vong phat trién ciia ton
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giao nay trong giai doan hién dai.

2. Tong quan nghién ctru

Céc nghién ciuu vé dao Cao Pai da duoc thuc
hién tr nhiéu goc do khac nhau, bao gém lich st
hinh thanh, t6 chuc gido hoi, gido 1y, nghi 1€ va tac
dong den doi sdng van hoa - xa hoi. Duéi déy la
mot sd cong trinh tiéu biéu gdp phan lam sang to
cac khia canh nay.

Trong nudc, nhiéu hoc gia da c6 nhiing nghién
cuu quan trong vé dao Cao Pai, nhu: Cdi dn Cao
Pai (Nhat, 1929) da phan tich sy hinh thanh cta ton
gi4o nay trong bdi canh Nam Bo dau thé ky XX,
nhin manh sy dung hop gitta Nho giao, Phat gido,
Léao glao va Kitd gido trong hé thong gido 1y; Mot
s6 van dé ton gidao o Viét Nam hién nay (Van, 1998)
nghién ciru vé tinh chit hdn dung cua dao Cao Dai
va vai tro ctia n6 trong doi séng tin ngudng Nam
Bo; Pao Cao Pai ¢ Nam B (Lién, 2014), tiép can
ton gido nay tir goc do nhén hoc, tap tnmg vao dirc
tin, t6 chirc, nghi 1& va tac dong cua no dén cong
ddng tin dd; Lich sit phat trién dao Cao Pai (Xuén,
2000) da nghién curu sy hinh thanh va phat trién cta
t6n gido ndy trong bdi canh chinh trj - xa hoi Nam
B0 giai doan thudc dia va nhitng nam sau do,... Cac
nghién ctru thyc dia ciing chi ra réng dao Cao bai
khong chi dong vai tro la mot ton gido ma con la
mot nhan t6 van hoéa co anh hudng siu rong dén
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doi séng cong ddng. Hé thong nghi 18, tho phung
va gido 1y khong chi phuc vu nhu cu tdm linh ma
con goép phan duy tri ban sic vin héa dia phuong,
tao nén mot khong gian tin ngudng dac trung cia
vung Nam BJ.

O nuée ngoai, dao Cao Pai cling thu hut sy
quan tim cua nhiéu hoc gia nghién ctru vé tén
giao va nhan hoc, nhu: Caodaism: Vietnamese
Traditionalism and Its Leap into Modernity (Sergei
Blagov, 2001) xem xét dao Cao Dai nhu mot ton
gido ban dia c6 kha nang thich nghi voi bdi canh hién
dai; Anthropological Perspectives on Caodaism (J.
Hoskins, 2015) nhdn manh tinh hdn dung ton gido
va vai trd ctia nghi 18 trong viéc duy tri ban séc tin
do Tac gia Oliver Todd (1990), trong nghién ctru
vé lich str chinh tri ton gido, ciing d& cap dén mdi
quan hé gitta dao Cao Dai va lich st chinh tri Viét
Nam, cho thdy su gin két giira ton gido va cac bién
dong xa hoi.

Mic du, d ¢6 nhiéu nghién ctru vé& dao Cao Dai
tlr cac khia canh khac nhau, van con thiéu nhiing
cong trinh chuyén sau phén tich cu thé vé nhimng
dong godp cua ton gido nay ddi voi doi séng vin hoa
- xd hoi Nam Bo. Do do, bai viét nay s& tap trung
khai thac khia canh nay nhim cung cip goc nhin
toan dién hon vé vai tro cta dao Cao Pai trong bao
ton van hoa, phat trién cong dong va thich tmg voi
boi canh xa hoi dwong dai.

3. Phwong phap nghién ctru

Bai viét sir dung phuong phép phan tich tai liéu
dé tong hop va danh gia cac nghién ciru trude day
vé dao Cao Dai, bao g6m sach, luan an, bao cao
khoa hoc va céc van ban ton gido lién quan. Phuong
phap lich st duoc ap dung nham tai hién qué trinh
hinh thanh va phat trién ciia dao Cao Dai trong bbi
canh xa hdi Nam B9, tir d6 lam 10 su thay doi trong
churc nang ton gido cua cong déng tin d0 qua tung
thoi ky.

Ngoai ra, bai viét sir dung phuong phap dién da
dan toc hoc thong qua quan sat thuc t& va phong
van tin d0, chirc sic ton gido dé thu thap thong tin
vé doi sdng tin ngudng, to chirc nghi 1& va cac hoat
dong van hoa - xa hoi ciia dao Cao Dai. Pong thoi,
phuong phdp phén tich xa hdi hoc giup danh gia
nhiing tic dong ciia dao Cao Dai dbi VO’l cong dong
trong cac linh vuc nhu gido duc, y té, tir thién va
bao ton van hoa. Viéc két hop nhiéu phuong phap
nghién ctru gitp bai viét co co s khoa hoc viing
chic, phan anh khach quan vé vai tro ciia dao Cao
Dai trong doi sdng van hoa - xa hoi Nam B, dong
thoi cung cap goc nhin da chiéu vé nhitng dong gop
clia ton gido nay trong bdi canh hién dai.
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4. Két qua nghién ciru

4.1. Dong gop cua dao Cao Dai trong linh vuc
vin hoa

Pao Cao Dai c6 anh hudng siu rong dén doi séng
van héa Nam B9, dic biét trong kién trc ton giao,
nghi 1& va nghé thuat truyén thong. Hé thong kién
trac ciia dao Cao Pai mang tinh hon dung, két hop
gitra phong cach phuong Pong va phuong Tay. Tiéu
biéu nhat 13 Toa Thanh Tay Ninh, mdt cong trinh
kién trac doc dao pha tron giira phong cach Gothic
phuong Ty va kién tric dinh, chua truyén thong
Viét Nam. Pay khong chi 1a trung tdm hanh chinh
- ton gi4o cua dao ma con 1a biéu tuong van hoa co
gia tri dac biét (Héng, 1999, tr.145). Bén canh do, hé
thdng Thanh That Cao Dai trai rong khip Nam Bo
cling mang dic diém chung vé bd cuc kién trac véi
ba phan chinh: Chinh Pién (Tam Dai), Ciru Tring
Pai va Hiép Thién Pai. Kién trac nay thé hién rd tu
tudng ton gido va hé thdng té chirc hanh chinh - tin
ngudng cua dao (Xuan, 2004, tr.147).

Nghi 18 ctia dao Cao Dai ciing gbp phan quan
trong trong doi séng van hoa Nam Bo. Cac budi 18
chinh nhu Pai Lé Dirc Chi Ton, L& Hoi Yen Diéu Tri
Cung va cac nghi thic cdu an, cang ram cé sy gin
két chat ché véi tin ngudng dan gian dia phuong.
Trong nhitng budi 1& 16n, cac nghi thic rude kiéu,
1& dang sé va nhac 1& dugc thuc hién theo truyén
théng. Am nhac nghi 1& cua dao Cao Pai c6 su tiép
thu tir ngh¢ thuat don ca tai tir Nam B9, st dung cac
nhac cu truyén théng nhu dan kim, dan tranh, dan
co, trong, md dé tao khong khi trang nghiém. Sy
két hop nay khong chi gitip duy tri gia tri nghé thuat
truyén thong ma con gép phan cung c¢b ban sic vin
héa Nam B¢ (Diing, 2005, tr.192).

4.2. Vai tro ciia dgo Cao Dai trong gin két
cong dong

Pao Cao Dai c6 vai trdo quan trong trong vi¢c
xdy dung tinh than doan két va gin két cong dong
tin dd. Giao ly cua dao dé cao sy hoa hop giita cac
ton gido 16n nhu Nho gido, Phat gido, Lao gido va
Kitd gido, tao nén mot moi trudong tin ngudng cdi
m&, linh hoat va dé dang thu hit ngudi dan Nam Bo
von ¢6 truyén thong tiép nhan nhiéu ludng tu tuong
khéc nhau (Van, 2005, tr.174). Sinh hoat ton gido
ctia dao Cao Dai khong chi giéi han trong cac budi
18 tai Thanh Thit ma con mé rong ra doi song xa
hoi, voi cac hoat dong tir thién, giang dao va giup
do dong dao. Cac tin do thuong xuyén to chirc cac
budi hoc gido 1y, tham gia cac hoi thao ton gido va
thuc hién cac chuong trinh hd tro cong d(‘“)ng. Mot
churc viéc tai Thanh Thét Trung Minh nhén manh:
“Khi vé Thanh That, nghia la vé mai nha chung, vé
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v6i Cha chung, nén nghé nghiép va giai tang khong
quan trong nira; luc do6 chi xem nhau nhu anh, em;
va diu dét nhau trén dudng dao dé cung duoc vé véi
Thuong dé” (Trang, 2008, tr.157).

4.3. Dong gop ciia dao Cao Dai trong cdc hoat
dong xa hoi

Ngoai cac dong gop vé vian hoa va cong dong,
dao Cao Dai con c6 vai tro quan trong trong gido
duc, y té va tir thién. Trudc nam 1975, h¢ thong
truong hoc Cao Pai da hoat dong tich cuc, giup phd
cap tri thirc cho cong ddng tin d6 va nguoi dan dia
phuong. Cac truong hoc nay giang day cac mon hoc
pho thong két hop véi giao ly dao Cao bai, giap
nhleu thé hé tin do tiép can tri thirc va nang cao doi
song tinh than (Xuan, 2005, tr.180).

Bén canh giao duc, dao Cao Dai c6 hé théng
t6 chirc tir thién rong 16n théng qua t6 chirc Phude
Thién, chuyén thyc hién cac hoat dong hd tro ngudi
ngheo, curu trg thién tai va cham soc stic khde cong
dong. Mot bao céo tir Ban Cai quan Thanh That Sai
Gon cho biét: “Hang nam c6 tir 2 dén 3 dot ctru
trg cho dong bao nghéo ¢ khu vuc Tay Nam B9,
v6i tong s tién 1én dén vai tram triéu dong” (L&,
2003, tr.81). Ngoai ra, nhiéu Thanh Thét con duy tri
phong thu6c Phude Thién, noi cac tin db ty nguyén
dong goép thuéc Nam dé phat mién phi cho ngudi
dan c6 hoan canh kho khan, gitp ho tiép can voi
dich vu chidm soc sirc khoe co ban ma khong tén chi
phi (Hong, 2003, tr.225).

4.4. Nhitng thdch thirc trong boi cinh hién dai

Mic du, c6 nhiéu dong gop tich cuc, dao Cao
Dai ciing dang dbi dién v6i nhiéu thach thic trong
bdi canh hién dai. Mot trong nhirng van dé 16n nhét
1a sy thay doi trong chinh sach quan 1y ton gido clia
Nha nuée, khién dao Cao Pai phai diéu chinh t6
chirc va hoat dong dé phu hop véi khung phép 1y
mai (Hoi Khoa hoc Lich sur Viét Nam, 20006, tr.67).

Bén canh do, qua trinh d6 thi hoa va su thay doi
co cau xa hoi ciing anh huong dén su gin két trong
cong ddng tin d6. Khi nguoi dan di cu dén cac do
thi 16n dé sinh séng va lam viéc, ho it c6 co hoi
tham gia cac sinh hoat ton gido thuong xuyén, din
dén su suy giam ciia mot s6 hoat dong truyén thdng
trong dao (Y, 2000, tr.181). Mat thach thuc khac 1a
su phat trién ctia cac hé tu tudng va tin ngudng moi.
Trong thoi dai toan ciu héa, nhiéu xu huéng t6n
gido va triét Iy moi dang du nhap vao Viét Nam, tao
ra sy canh tranh véi cdc ton gido truyen thong nhu
Cao Dai. Diéu nay dit ra yéu cau cap thiét vé doi
moi phuong thirc hoat dong ton gido dé duy tri vai
tro cua dao Cao Dai trong xa hoi hién dai (Gobron,
1949, t1.202).
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Nhin chung, du dang phai déi mit voi nhidu
thach thie, dao Cao Dai van duy tri duoc vai tro
quan trong trong doi sdng van hoa - xa hdi Nam Bo.
Viéc bao ton va phat huy nhiing gia tri truyén thong,
d6ng thoi thich nghi v&i bbi canh xa hoi hién dai, sé
1a yéu t6 quyét dinh sy phat trién bén viing cta ton
giao nay trong tuong lai.

5. Théo luén

Trong bdi canh hién dai, dao Cao DPai dang ddi
dién voi nhiéu thach thuc nhu su thay déi trong
chinh sach quén ly ton gido, sy suy giam sinh hoat
ton gido do d6 thi hoa, va su canh tranh véi céc xu
hudng tin ngudng méi. Dé bao ton va phat huy cac
gia tri vin hoa ciia dao Cao Pai, can c6 nhing giai
phap toan dién, két hop giita viéc duy tri ban sic
truyén thong voi sy thich nghi linh hoat trong béi
canh hién nay.

Thir nhat, tang cuwong gido duc va truyén ba gid
tri ton gido.

Gido duc la yeu t6 quan trong trong viéc bao ton
dao Cao bai, giup thé hé tré hiéu rd hon vé ngudn
gbc, gido 1y va gia tri vin hoa cta ton gido nay.
Céc Hoi Thanh Cao Dai cin day manh chwong trinh
giang day gido 1y tai cac Thanh That, két hop voi
hinh thue gido duc truc tuyén dé tiép can nhiéu ddi
tuong hon, dac biét 1a nhiing tin dd tré tudi dang
sinh séng va lam viée tai cac d6 thi 16n. Viéc xuét
ban thém céac tai lidu vé dao Cao Pai dudi dang
sach, phim tai liéu va ndi dung sé s& gitp lan toa
kién thirc vé ton gido nay dén cong dong rong hon.
Pong thoi, can td chire cac hoi thao, toa dam vé dao
Cao bai trong cac truong dai hoc va vién nghién
ctru dé thu hut sy quan tdm cua giGi tré va hoc gia.

Thir hai, bdo ton va phdt huy cdc nghi 16, 1é hji
truyén thong.

Nghi 18 va 1& hoi ton gido 1a mot phan quan trong
trong vin hoa dao Cao Dai. Dé bao ton gia tri nay,
can c6 chinh sach hd tro viée duy tri va to chire cac
18 hoi quan trong nhu Pai L& Pic Chi Ton (9/1 4m
lich), L& Hoi Yén Diéu Tri Cung (15/8 4m lich), Lé
Trung Nguon (Ram thang 7). Viéc to chure 1& hoi
can ¢ su doi mai, két hop giita yeu t6 truyén thong
v6i hinh thirc quang ba hién dai nham thu hut nhiéu
ngudi tham gia hon, ké ca nhimg ngudi khong theo
dao Cao Pai nhung quan tdm dén vin hoa ton gido.

Ngoai ra, can day manh cong tac bao ton 4m
nhac nghi 1& Cao Pai, mot nét dic trung quan trong
ctia ton gido nay. Nhiéu bai nhac 18 Cao Pai ¢6 su
két hop véi don ca tai t Nam B9, tao nén ban sdc
van hoa riéng biét. Viéc bao tdn va truyén day nhac
1& cho thé hé tré 1a can thiét dé duy tri nhiing gié tri
nghé thuat nay trong doi sdng ton gido. Hoi Thanh
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c¢6 thé phdi hop voi cac nhac vién hodc trung tim
vin hoa dia phuong dé mé 16p day nhac 18, giup thé
hé tré tiép can va ké thira di san 4m nhac Cao Dai.

Thir ba, bdo ton kién triic va khéng gian van héa
ton gido.

Hé théng kién tric ctua dao Cao Dai, dic biét la
Toa Thanh Tay Ninh va cac Thanh That trén khép
Nam B, la di san van hoa quan trong can duoc bao
ton. Can c6 cac bién phap bao dudng thuong xuyén
d6i v6i cac cong trinh ton gido dé gitr gin kién trac
dic trung cua dao. Pdng thoi, viéc ghi danh mot sé
cong trinh tiéu biéu vao danh sach di san van hoa
cap quoc gia s€ gitp nang cao nhan thic vé gia tri
cua cac cong trinh nay, tor d6 thu hut sy quan tam
ctia cong dong va chinh quyén dia phuong trong
cong tac bao ton.

Ngoai ra, cac khong gian sinh hoat ton giao cua
dao Cao bai can dugc duy tri va phat trién dé tlep
tuc 1a noi két ndi tin dd voi doi sdng cong dong.
Viéc xdy dung thém cac trung tdm van hoa Cao
Dai ¢ nhitng khu vuc c6 dong tin dd nhung chua
¢6 Thanh Thét s& gitp bao ton moi trudng sinh hoat
t6n gido ctia dao trong bdi canh d6 thi hoa.

Thir tw, phat huy vai tro cua dgo Cao Dai trong
cong tdc xa hoi va tur thién.

Pao Cao Dai c6 truyén thong gin két chit ché
v6i cac hoat dong tir thi€n va phat trién cong df")ng.
Dé phat huy truyén thong nay, Hoi Thanh can day
manh cac chuong trinh phat thudc mién phi, kham
chita bénh tir thién, hd trg ngudi ngheo, giup do nan
nhan thién tai. Viéc hop tac voi cac td chure xa hoi,
y té va gido duc s& giup mé rong pham vi hoat dong
tr thién cua dao, dﬁ”)ng thoi nang cao hinh anh cua
dao Cao Dai trong xa hoi.

Bén canh do6, tin dd Cao Dai c6 thé tham gia
nhiéu hon vao cic phong trao bao vé méi trudng,
trong cdy xanh, gin giit canh quan tai cac khu vuc

¢6 cong trinh ton gido. Piéu nay khong chi gitp
nang cao y thirc cong dong ma con cung ¢d tinh
than trach nhiém cua tin d6 d6i véi xa hoi.

Thir nam, vmg dung cong nghé vao viéc bao ton
va phdt trién dao Cao Pai.

Trong thoi dai cong nghé so viéc ung dung
cong nghé vao bao ton va phat trién dao Cao Pai la
mot giai phap hiéu qua. Hoi Thanh co thé xay dung
trang web, mg dung di dong, va kénh truyén thong
s6 dé phd blen giao ly, thong tin vé cac hoat dong
ton gido, va t6 chirc cac budi giang dao truc tuyen
Viéc so hoa tai li€u, kinh sach va hinh anh tu li€u vé
dao Cao Dai ciing giup luu gitr thong tin va dé dang
tiép can hon vai thé hé tre.

Ngoai ra, cac chuong trinh truyén thong trén
mang xa hdi vé dao Cao Dai can dugc déy manh dé
thu hat sy quan tim cua giGi tré. Viéc to chirc cac sy
ki€n truc tuyén, toa dam va dién dan trao ddi vé dao
Cao Pai trén cac nén tang nhu YouTube, Facebook,
va TikTok co thé giup lan téa hiéu biét vé ton gido
nay mot cach hién dai va phu hop voi xu hudng cua
thoi dai.

6. Két luan

Bai viét da phan tich nhimg dong gop cua dao
Cao DPai trong van hoa - xa hdi Nam B9, tur kién
triac, nghi 18, nghé thuat dén gido duc, y té va tir
thién. Vi gido 1y dung hop nhiéu ton gido, dao Cao
bai khong chi 1a tin nguong ma con gin két cong
dong va thac day cac gia tri nhan van. Tuy nhién,
trugc nhimg thach thirc nhu d6 thi héa, thay doi
chinh sach ton gido va canh tranh tin ngudng, cin
c6 giai phap bao ton va phat huy dao Cao Dai thong
qua gido duc, bao ton di san, phat huy cong tac tir
thién va ng dung cong ngh¢. Nhin chung, dao Cao
Dai tiép tuc giit vai tro quan trong trong doi song
vin hoa - xa hoi Nam Bo, gop phan duy tri ban sic
dan tdc va phat trién x4 hoi Viét Nam.
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ao Cao Dai 1a mot trong nhiitng ton gido ban dia c6 anh hudng sdu sic dén doi séng vin hoa - xi
hoi Nam Bo. Pao Cao Dai ciing c6 nhitng dong gdp quan trong trong linh vuc gido duc, y té, tir
thién va cac hoat dong cong dong. Tin d6 Cao Pai khong chi thuc hanh tén gido ma con tich cuc tham
gia vao cac phong trao bao vé moi truong va phat trién bén virng. Tuy nhién, trong bdi canh hién dai, dao
Cao Dai cling phai dbi mat voi nhiéu thach thirc nhu su thay d6i cua xa hoi, anh hudng cua do thi hoa va
su phat trién cua cdc ton gido mai. Bai viét tap trung phan tich nhimg dong gop cua dao Cao Dai trong
doi song van hoa - xa hoi Nam Bo, dong thoi danh gia nhimng bién doi ctia ton gido nay trong bdi canh
duong dai.
Tir khoa: Pao Cao Dai; Van hoa Nam B, Ton gido ban dia; Nghi 1é Cao Pai; Hoat dong xa hoi; Tu
thién ton gido.
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